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ASHTON HAYES and HORTON-cum-PEEL  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday 14th September 2020 at 7.15pm, Virtual Meeting via Zoom.  
 

MINUTES 
 
Present: Cllr J Colville  Cllr Pilott 
 Cllr I Dossett – Chairperson Cllr J Whitelock-Wainwright 
 Cllr P Varey Cllr E Farrall 
 Cllr D Rounthwaite 

Cllr J Lutton 
Cllr H Deynem (CWaC) 

 Cllr B Craven  
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 0 

 
APOLOGIES  
Cllr Kinsey submitted his apologies due to being on annual leave. 
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright declared an interest in Item 6, (Enforcement Issues) due to a personal 
connection and undertook to not participate in any discussions. 
 
Cllr Colville declared an interest in Item 9 (Bridging the Gap) due to a personal connection and 
undertook to not participate in any voting/decision making. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Drones  
Cllr Varey reported that Drones had been seen flying extremely low, late at night in the Horton 
Barns area. The Parish Council recommended that if residents saw any drones being intrusive then 
the police should be called.  Suggested that an article be included in Around Ashton. 
 
Signs  
Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright reported that a sign had been erected on Duck Lane for a roofing 
company – the Parish Council confirmed that any signs needed to be on private land and not on 
CWaC land and should the sign not be removed over the next few weeks then the company 
should be contacted to request that they remove it. 
 
Hedging/Verges - Ashton Lane   
Cllr Colville reported that a resident had commented about the hedging and verges on Ashton 
Lane, councillors believed that the verge has grown over onto the pavement – Cllr Deynem had 
reported this previously and undertook to chase. 
 
Millennium Path  
Cllr Rounthwaite confirmed that Mr Wolveridge had replaced some batteries in the lights on the 
Millennium Path, he would submit his expenses for this shortly. 
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Weeds at Edge of Pavements  
Cllr Craven and Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright confirmed that weeds are growing along edges of 
pavements. This is a problem around the entire area but especially on Church Lane & Peel 
Crescent.  Cllr Deynem undertook to provide a copy of the schedule of works from CWaC 
regarding these works. 
 
Overgrown Hedging  
Cllr Craven also reported upon overgrown hedging on Delamere Road that was encroaching onto 
the roads – Cllr Craven undertook to report this to CWaC again.  Cllr Colville undertook to contact 
the owner of the field and ask if they will cut the hedge. 
 
Caravan on Ashton Road  
Cllr Farrall confirmed she had requested that Tarvin Parish Council be advised of a caravan site 
that has been located on the A54 on the opposite side of the road to the layby.  Concern were 
raised as to if planning permission had been granted for this. 
 
Parking Bay Opposite Nursery  
Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright reported that the Parking Bay was being used on a consistent basis 
which was causing problems with the school bus and other traffic. The situation will be monitored. 
 
National Planning Reform  
Cllr Deynem reported upon the National Planning Reform consultation that was currently 
circulating.  It is a consultation for fundamental changes to planning, for those that don’t have 
Neighbourhood Planning it could cause issues. A copy of the consultation documents was 
circulated to councillors for consideration. 
 
Traffic in Chester  
Cllr Deynem reported upon recent traffic chaos as a result of the installation of cycle/bus lanes on 
the way into Chester that had been installed. 
 
Barns at Peel Hall  
Cllr Dossett reported upon two large barns that had been installed for farm vehicles and storage 
of fodder at Peel Hall. It was confirmed that planning permission was not required but that the 
owner had notified CWaC’s planning department in advance.  A planting scheme to screen the 
buildings will be undertaken.  
 
Ashton Lane  
Cllr Dossett reported that a footpath had been closed during the Covid-19 lockdown and remains 
closed. The Parish Council confirmed that this footpath should be opened up.  It was requested 
that the Clerk contact CWaC. 
 
Cllr Pilott joined the meeting. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.    
RESOLVED 20/030 – the Chairman signed the minutes as a true and correct record of the 
meeting held on 13th July 2020. 
 
ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
Closed from Action List due to inactivity:- 

- the Millennium Footpath  
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- the pond at Brines Brow  
- Annual Parish Meeting 
- Mud on Old Lane near junction of Delamere Road 

 
- Resilience Box Working Group – Cllr Colville to work with Caretaker of the Parish Rooms (if 

needed) to review the inventory of the Resilience Box – Cllr Colville undertook to report 
back in two months.  
 

- AHSRA – Cllr Colville reported that AHSRA had their AGM and meeting.  It was confirmed 
the committee was ready to speak to the Parish Council with regards to the Heads of 
Agreement. Cllr Pilott confirmed she would look at the Heads of Agreement and associated 
documents prior to the meeting – Cllr Colville confirmed that she would set up a virtual 
meeting between the PC & AHSRA. 
 

- Speed Monitoring on A54 – Cllr Deynem reported that he had requested that CWaC monitor 
the speed on the A54 following the recent work.  He confirmed that CWaC were not 
intending to and do not have any baseline information to compare it with.  It would be 
possible to undertake some speed monitoring for a fee.   
 

Cllr Rounthwaite felt that it would be of benefit to undertake speed monitoring to check what 
speed vehicles travel at along the A54.  The Parish Council were unanimous in agreeing to have a 
speed monitoring check undertaken.  Cllr Deynem undertook to take forward with CWaC. 
 

- Royal Mail – explore the change from ‘Ashton’ to ‘Ashton Hayes’ – Cllr Colville confirmed 
that she had made contact with Royal Mail but was unable to go any further due to Data 
Protection, therefore she has asked the resident who first raised it to take it forward. 
Consultation would then be arranged by the Royal Mail and the Parish Council and CWaC 
would be approached to ask for their approval of this action prior to the consultation 
exercise 
 

- Dog Fouling Signs – new signs have been put up where identified, as necessary. There are 
a remaining 4 locations that will require posts to be installed – CWaC have been requested 
to provide costs for installing posts.  
 

- Cycling Consultation – Cllr Rounthwaite confirmed that he had spoken to CWaC who said 
they have £161,000 to spend in the urban area where it would have more benefit to more 
people and that there was no money to spend on the rural area.  Cllr Deynem feared that 
CWaC may have been selective as to where they spent their money. 

 
The completed actions since the last meeting were as follows: 

 Clerk requested Footpath Labels 
 Clerk submitted response to planning applications:- 

20/02038/CAT - Ye Old Shop, Peel Lane, 20/02138/FUL - 5 Peel Hall Park & 20/02175/FUL - 
Knightswood 

 Amend out-turn to reduce Around Ashton & Parish Rooms values to zero for 2020-21 
 Approve all invoices for payment 
 Hedge trimming opposite Mr Wolveridge 
 Footpaths – Whitegate Lane, Dunn Lane & Church Road 
 Put article on Nextdoor to ask people to categorise their articles correctly – put in a 

thankyou on Nextdoor. 
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 Send letter of support for the application to re-register the pub as an Asset of Community 
Value 

 
PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 1st July 2020.  
 
It was noted that the following applications had been determined since the last meeting: 
 
20/01230/FUL – Home Farm – approved 
20/01616/FUL – 9 Pentre Close – approved 
20/01676/FUL – Knightswood patio and associated works- refused 
 
20/00065/REF- Dunham Barn Appeal – this has now been sent to an external assessor 
 
It was agreed: 
20/02445/FUL – Lane at Timadon Farm – to submit a neutral response to this. 
20/02816/FUL – Kelvin View, Ashton Lane – to support this application. 
20/02175/FUL - Knightswood large pond creation– to submit a neutral response to this. 
 
Enforcement Issues  
Cllr Dossett reported upon a letter he had received from a resident with regards to an 
enforcement issue at 11 Peel Hall Lane.  Cllr Dossett confirmed that following advice from CWaC’s 
planning department as to whether planning permission was required to clad a house. CWaC 
advised that it should be referred to Planning Enforcement to consider and they would determine 
what if any follow up should be taken. 
 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook  
RESOLVED 20/031 that the Cashbook and Out-turn documents dated 1st September 2020 be 
approved. 
 
RESOLVED 20/032 – that the council accept the expenditure presented to the meeting for 
approval is as set out below: 
 
To whom paid Details Amount 
Clerk’s salary Tax Point 5 £442.23 
Clerk’s salary Tax Point 6 £442.23 
Autela Payroll Q2 £54.00 
HMRC Q2 £91.92 
Pop Telecom Monthly subscription £24.71 
Pop Telecom Monthly subscription £24.83 
British Legion Remembrance Poppy Wreath £22.25 
Ashton Hayes Parish Rooms Q2 Hire Charges £90.00 
AHSRA Q2 Management Charges £600.00 

 
Pop Telecom  
Cllr Varey suggested that this subscription be cancelled as the Parish Rooms remain closed – it 
was unanimously agreed to cancel the Pop Telecom subscription. This will be reviewed when the 
Parish Rooms re-open. 
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Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 20/033 – that the Parish Council confirm the quarterly bank reconciliation of 
cashbook and bank accounts dated 1st September 2020.  
 
Remembrance Wreath 
RESOLVED 20/034 - to purchase a Poppy Wreath from the Royal British Legion for 
Remembrance Sunday at a cost of £22.25 
 
National Salary Awards 
RESOLVED 20/035 - the new pay scales for 2020-21 as provided by NALC on 26th August 2020 
and to note the pay rates would be back-dated until 1st April 2020 was agreed in principle subject 
to the pay scale information being circulated. 
 
HIGHWAYS 
Cllr Rounthwaite confirmed that SID will be available for use on 22nd September.  Additionally, 
CWaC will be undertaking speed monitoring on 30th September. 
 
Cllr Varey reported upon recent correspondence he had received with regards to the maintenance 
of the Tarvin Sands layby on the A54.  Cllr Colville has made contact with the contractor who 
removed the Goat Willow and requested that they revisit the site to complete the work as the 
Goat Willow is growing back and should have been completely removed.  It was also reported that 
the Clerk had written to Kelsall Parish Council to request that they put pressure on CWaC to 
undertake regular maintenance of the layby (as the green island area is within Kelsall parish) – it 
was requested that the Clerk chase and Cllr Deynem also confirmed he would do so .  
 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
Bridging the Gap  
Cllr Colville sought the Parish Council’s opinion with regards to the closure of Phase One of the 
Bridging the Gap initiative.  It was agreed that this initiative, given the current COVID-19 rates, 
should remain in place, however.  Cllr Colville confirmed that the shop was looking to manage any 
shop deliveries internally.   Cllr Colville suggested that the Phase One volunteers should be 
contacted again to review whether they are able to help should that be required.  It was agreed 
also to put in Around Ashton an update and request for further volunteers that may be needed. 
 
Cllr Varey circulated prior to the meeting the Public Feedback Survey undertaken following the 
Scarecrow Trail, this would also be included in the next Around Ashton.  The information will 
inform the planning of future events. 
 
Cllr Colville circulated, prior to the meeting, information with regards to the Fairy Doors proposal.  
Cllr Dossett requested clarification as to if the landowner of Andrews Wood is happy for this 
project to take place. Cllr Dossett requested that the posts should not be cemented in.  
RESOLVED 20/036 – to approve costs for this project up to £750. 
ACTION: to pull together all associated costs for Bridging the Gap Project and budget in one 
schedule.  
 
Broadband/Open Reach Update  
Cllr Varey provided the Parish Council with an update regarding improving the Broadband in the 
Ashton area.  Following Voneous pulling out of installing broadband in Ashton, Anthony Jones is 
now working with Openreach to try to bring full fibre to the properties of Ashton Hayes and 
Horton-cum-Peel.  
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CW&C Community Champion Partnership  
Cllr Colville reported that CWaC have invited all councillors and clerks to join a network of 
community champions.  The network will help build on the coordinated community response in 
West Cheshire since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
ACTION: Clerk, Cllr Colville and Cllr Varey to register as Community Champions  
 
ASHTON HAYES PARISH ROOMS 
The Trustee’s noted that the Parish Rooms is a small space, has limited ventilation and has no 
easy or routine ‘in and out’ routes to facilitate a one-way system.  Therefore, it was agreed that 
the Parish Rooms should remain closed.  This will be reviewed in January 2021.  It had been 
suggested that our customers be contacted to find out how they are coping with the shut down 
and if there was any need/demand to reopen the Parish Rooms to inform the next review of the 
situation.    

  
It was also suggested to include a piece in Around Ashton to advise residents of the current 
position with the Parish Rooms. 
 
GOLDEN LION  
Letter of Support of the Community Benefit Society - it was noted that the Parish Council had 
submitted a letter of support following the last meeting.   Cllr Deynem confirmed that he would be 
submitting the Asset of Community Value application to CWaC within the next week.  
 
Cllr Dossett reported upon information he had received from a member of the Golden Lion 
Committee with regards to the Plunkett Foundation review/case study. Cllr Dossett requested 
clarification as to what was required.  Cllr Deynem undertook to seek clarification.  
 
Cllr Deynem left the meeting. 
 
AROUND ASHTON 
Next edition would be September.  Cllr Colville confirmed that items has been circulated prior to 
the meeting. She will add information about drones and dog fouling. 
Additional articles will be: Wild flowers and the Energy Company 

 
Cllr Lutton left the meeting. 
 
Cllr Colville & Cllr Farrall reported that approximately 25% of residents had confirmed they were 
willing to receive the Around Ashton newsletters electronically.  There remains 350+ copies being 
printed. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
It was reported that the date and time of the next virtual meeting was Monday 12th October 2020 
at 7.15pm via Zoom. 
The meeting closed at 21.17pm 
 
Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 


