H
Ps“‘o“ Sres

4 * Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel
=+ Parish Council

¢
on cum

ANNUAL (FIRST) MEETING
Monday 15* May 2023, at 7.15pm in Parish Rooms, Ashton Hayes.

Present: Clir I Dossett - Chairperson Clir P Mitchell
Clir J Colville Clir P Varey
Clir S Strachan-Naylor Clir S Denny
Clir A Jones Clir R Kinsey
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the Public: 0

ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR FOR 2023-24

RESOLVED 23/001 - that Ian Dossett be elected as Chair for 2023-24 nominated by Clir Varey,

seconded by Clir Kinsey and unanimously approved.

RESOLVED 23/002 - that Paul Varey be elected as joint Vice-Chair for 2023-24 nominated by
' Clir Colville, seconded by Clir Strachan-Naylor and unanimously approved.

RESOLVED 23/003 - that Peter Mitchell be elected as joint Vice-Chair for 2023-24 nominated by

Clir Varey, seconded by Clir Strachan-Naylor and unanimously approved.

The Councillors signed their Acceptance of Office.

APOLOGIES: - Apologies were received and accepted from Clir H Deynem and Clir B Craven.

Clir Dossett congratulated Clir Deynem on being re-elected as representative of Sandstone Ward
for the next four-year period.

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES

Following the uncontested election on 4 May it was confirmed that 8 Parish Councillors had stood
for election and therefore there were 3 vacancies. Nominations for co-option had been sought
and received from Mr Anthony Jones.

It was proposed by Clir Denny; seconded Clir Varey and RESOLVED 23/004 to co-opt Mr
Anthony Jones on to the Parish Council until May 2027.

.Cllr Dossett reported that there was Induction Training for Clerks and Councillors being put on by
CHALC on 23rd May at 6pm, 30th May at 6pm, 8th June at 1.30pm and encouraged all new
members to attend.

The Clerk confirmed that Clir Jones had reserved a place on the training on 23 May.
Clir Denny confirmed she would check dates and confirm back her availability.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Clir Strachan-Naylor declared a non-pecuniary interest in any planning applications relating to
Warwick House/Ridgehaven/Knightswood due to neighbouring the properties and undertook not
to vote on anything relating to this matter.
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DISPENSATIONS

The Clerk reported that she had received requests from Clir Dossett, Clir Varey, Clir Mitchell, Clir
Colville, Clir Strachan-Naylor, Clir Craven, Clir Kinsey & Clir Denny to seek dispensation to
participate in discussions and voting in relation to being Trustees of the Parish Rooms.
RESOLVED 23/005 to approve the dispensation requests until May 2027.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

The council agreed that there was nothing that required the exclusion of the press and public to
be raised at this meeting.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The Clerk reported upon an email she had received from a member of the public in relation
to the status and ownership of Brines Brow. Clir Dossett confirmed that following Clir
Deynem’s investigations the land is registered as Common Land and he is now pushing for
CWaC to take responsibility for it.

The Clerk reported that she had received an email regarding Clir Deynem’s nomination as
Sheriff of Chester for the period May 2023 — May 2024. Clir Deynem had confirmed that he

had some tickets for his investiture in the Town Hall on the evening of May 19* if anyone .
wished to attend.

Clir Colville reported that following an enquiry from a nursery to visit Andrews Wood and
the Fairy Door trail, she had undertaken to make contact with the landowner and find out
how long the maintenance was planned to take and if the Fairy Doors could be reinstated.

Clir Varey has been approached by several residents to find out if a traffic mirror could be
fitted at the end of Peel Hall Lane at the junction of Ashton Lane to assist the vehicles that
turn out of Peel Hall Lane see the traffic travelling from the direction of the Golden Lion.
ACTION: Clerk to ask CwacC.

Clir Dossett reported that the 20mph sign by the scout hut on Peel Hall Lane has been hit
by something and was obscured by vegetation.
ACTION: Report to CWaC.

PCSO update - April 2023 - the latest PCSO update was circulated prior to the meeting and noted
at the meeting.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.

RESOLVED 23/006 — Clir Dossett signed the minutes as a true and correct record of the
meeting held on 13* March 2023.

\
EXTERNAL MATTERS #

RESOLVED 23/007 - that the notes of the working group held on 17* April 2023 be approved
and all recommendations not otherwise on the agenda be adopted.

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING

Action List updates, not otherwise included on the agenda. The following items were reported as
being completed:
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* It was confirmed that CWaC have provided evidence that Brines Brow was common land
and therefore Clir Dossett was seeking clarification that under common land law CwaC had
a responsibility to maintain it. Clir Dossett highlighted that in the Neighbourhood Plan the
area is a protected Green Space and protected Woodland.

« CliIr Mitchell reported that following the discussion at the last meeting about the lack of a
local mobile phone signal causing problems with Smart meters, and the agreed survey
being carried out through NextDoor. He concluded that the probiem seemed to be mainly
in Pentre Close and therefore he and his neighbours undertook to contact their energy
suppliers and DCC (the Smart meter mobile phone signal provider) to try to resolve the
issue. He reported that the residents got agreement for their Smart meters to be upgraded
to meters with amplifiers. This appears to have solved the non-functioning Smart meter
problem and Clir Mitchell’s recommendation is that if any residents have similar problems
they be advised to put pressure on their energy suppiiers to solve the problem. Ofcom
does not appear to have an interest. However, DCC do, and they are now aware that there
is a local dead zone of their mobite signal.

ACTION: Clir Mitchell to write a report for Around Ashton.

It was agreed that due to the Clerk continuing to seek email contacts for the Flood Hub
from CWacC that this be escalated to Clir Deynem.

« Clir Colville reported that she had organised for the Loop system to be checked by the
company that it was purchased from to see if it was still in working order and if this was
the case then it should be installed into the Parish Rooms so that it could be utilised. She
reported that the model the Parish Councit own was no longer being manufactured.

o Other actions

- NextDoor Poll on poor signal in the area completed.

- Response submitted to CWaC re Draft Local Validation Checklist
- Report 34 Peel Crescent to Planning Enforcement

- Report Tarvin Sands Caravans to Planning Enforcement

- Pay invoices

- Cancel Zoom Subscription

- Put approved minutes on website

- Submit VAT rebate application

- Provided timescales for section 19 actions to be undertaken.
- Purchase sign cleaning equipment

- Update Asset Register

- Draft Annual Report and circulate.

» Blocked Gully on Gongar Lane — this had been chased and CWaC have confirmed that they
would re-inspect.

* A number of pot-holes around the area have been reported and action scheduled to repair
them.

GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE

RESOLVED 23/008 That the council hereby confirms it meets the eligibility criteria for adoption
of the General Power of Competence as defined in the Localism Act 2011 and SI 965 The Parish
Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012 and as such adopts
the General Power of Competence.
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PLANNING
The councit noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 04/05/2023.

It was reported that the following planning applications had been determined since the last
meeting:

22/03281/FUL - 3 Old Hall Court, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8BS — Singie storey extensions,
alterations to windows and doors - approved.

22/03918/FUL — 36 Brookside, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8BZ — Two Storey side extension and
single storey enlargement to garage with associated alterations — approved.

22/04096/FUL ~ 12 Brookside, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8BZ — Proposed Single storey garage
re-build to form storage space facility — approved.

22/04188/FUL — Hidden Cottage, Church Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AB -~ Erection of an
outbuilding for use as home office and garden room — approved.

23/00032/CAT — The Ranch House, Pentre Lane, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8BX — Removal of
Leylandii Trees and bushes in rear garden of the Ranch House due to their deteriorating condition
with age. New landscaping planned to replace leylandii bushes removed. Also, removal of one
leylandii tree at entrance to driveway damaged during recent store — notification closed.
23/00017/CAT — Grange Cottage, Grange Road, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8AF — Fell 2 x .
Cherries (T1 & T2) and 1 x Sycamore (T3) — notification closed.

23/00453/NMA — Warwick House, Longley Lane, Kelsall, Chester CW6 OTG — Non-material
Amendment to 20/00366/FUL (changes to approved window layout) — approved.

1t was reported that the following planning applications had been noted as being submitted since
the iast meeting:
s 23/00896/LDC - Tarvin Sands Café and Fishery, Kelsall Road, Chester CH3 8NR —
Certificate of lawfulness for the existing use of the land — objected.
e 23/01354/FUL — Ashton and Mouldsworth Community Shop, Kelsall Road, Ashton Hayes
CH3 8BH — Erection of canopy over the front door - fo be assessed
e 23/01209/FUL - Land at All Siates Ltd Kelsall Road Chester — Replacement office building -
to be assessed

Appeal Decision
APP/A0665/W/22/3309588 — Land on Shay Lane, Kelsall CW6 0TG ~ Steel framed shed - it was
reported that the appeal decision had been received in favour of the Steel Framed Shed. .

Clir Jones declared an interest in the below Court Injunction and undertook not to comment on
the property.

Court Injunction — Mouldsworth

It was reported that the court injunction in place on land in Mouldsworth had been extended for 6
months until October 2023. Clir Deynem had been in communication with the owner of the land,
and the land has now reverted back to the original owner and they have been advised that the
land needs to be reverted back with all hard standing removed etc; which the owner has agreed
to.

ACTION: Request that the Planning Department copy us in on any planning applications of any
sort on this land in Mouldsworth.
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Insurance Renewal

Clir Dossett confirmed that he had read through the insurance paperwork and raised some areas
that he had requested clarification on. Subject to these areas being satisfactorily clarified it was
RESOLVED 23/017 - to approve the insurance renewal for 15t June 2023 - 30* May 2024 for the
sum of £1,119.77.

Internal Audit Report
RESOLVED 23/018 - that the Parish Council accepted the Auditor’s report and noted the
comments as set-out below:

- Good practice noting the number of the minute recording the decision taken on the

cashbook spreadsheet

- Good practice periodic bank reconciliations undertaken

- Good practice noted in respect of recording VAT, where applicable to

- the Clerk's expenses.
Other than above no other observations/comments were made.
The Parish Council recorded the thanks to the Clerk for ensuring the paperwork was well
maintained resulting in satisfactory internal auditor report.

RESOLVED 23/019 that the councnl note and accept the income and expenditure presented to
the meeting for approval as set out below:
Income - £18,537 — CWaC Annual Precept

Expenditure to be approved and paid following the meeting:

To whom paid Details Amount
Amazon Market Place Community Clean-up Equipment £75.89
Gillian Davenport Community Clean-up Refreshments £24.00
CHALC Annual membership subscription £313.76
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 1 £501.68
HMRC PAYE Tax Point 1 £125.20
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 2 £626.88
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Clerk’s Expenses £100.07
Ashton Hayes Parish Rooms Quarterly Room Hire Payment £90.00
AHSRA Annual Grant Payment £2,000.00
Gallaghers Insurance Annual Insurance Payment £1,119.77
Mrs S Irlam Internal Audit £50.00

GOLDEN LION — No update was received.

HIGHWAYS

Timescale for 20mph ~ a query was raised as to the timescale for implementing the 20mph speed
limit on Church Road.

Accident on the end of Ashton Lane ~ it was reported that the Parish Council have previously
asked for CWaC to consider installing traffic lights at the junction of Ashton Lane. Alternatively,

they have also asked for the instaliation of islands on Kelsall Road to protect the traffic sitting in
the middle of the road.

It was reported that recently a further collision had been reported to the Parish Council that took
place in April involving a car waiting to tum right pulling out into a car heading to Northwich.
Failure to look properly was reported as the causation factor.
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ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2022-23
summary report regarding the finances for 2022-23. This

The clerk provided the meeting with a

included the end of year cashbook, bank

explanation of high reserves.

ACTION: Review Risk Assessment in 6 months.

Ann | Audi
by the Internal Auditor.

Governance Statement — RESOLVED 23 /009

Governance Statement Section 1 of the Annual

Accounting Statement -
for 2022-23.

Notice of Public Rights - RESOLVED 23

Rights to take place between 5% Jun 2023 & 14t July 2023.

ACCOUNTS

Cashbook & Quttum

reconciliation, explanation of significant variances and

~ that the council agree to all points on the
Governance Statement for 2022-23.
RESOLVED 23/010 - that the council agree the accounting statement

/011 - that the RFO/clerk signed the notice of Public

The Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 4% May 2023.

Vi ccount
The clerk confirmed that she had
the Community Savings Account

had now been open

one year’s precept £18,537 into this savings account.

Payments for A al m

ings.
RESOLVED 23/013 - that the Clerk be auth

with the budget for the following budget lines:

- Clerk’s Salary

- Payroll

- HMRC PAYE

- Training

- Around Ashton Costs

P | Servi

RESOLVED 23/014 - to continue to em

payroll services for 2023-24.

- Clerk’s Expenses
- Website & Domain Name renewals
- Pub License Renewal
- PR Hire Costs

- Gardening

spoken with Skipton Building Society who had confirmed that
ed. It was RESOLVED 23/012 to deposit

ploy the services of Shires Accountancy in providing

— the council noted the Annual Internal Audit report that was signed

orised to make payments between meetings in-line

Service 2022/23 2023/24
Cost per employee per month Ashton Hayes PC £7.50 plus VAT £8.25 plus VAT
Backpay calculations/adjustments (per employee) £15.00 plus VAT
Pension re-enrolment (required every 3 years) £30.00 plus VAT | £55.00 plus VAT
Year-end payroll submission and P60’s (P35) £25.00 plus VAT | £30.00 plus VAT
Set-up of new employees £5.00 plus VAT £6.00 pilus VAT

Direct Debits

RESOLVED 23/015 - to continue to make payments to the ICO by Direct Debit.

Anrnual Grants
RESOLVED 23/016 - to approve the

Sports and Recreational Association.

annual grant payment of £2,000 towards Ashton Hayes
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» CWaC has responded to the Parish Coundil’s request for an action plan and also to our
outstanding questions. This will require some detaiied discussion on our part and it was
therefore recommended that Clir's Varey, Dossett and Mitchell together with the Clerk meet

to draft a response and circulate around the Parish Council for approval. This was
RESOLVED 23/021. '

Wildflower Areas — It was confirmed that the areas on Grange Road and Shay Lane have now
been sown.

ACTION: Revisit if it is possible to sow the bank on Gonger Lane opposite the Meadows. The

Parish Council to seek clarification if it would be possible for the village to create a working group
and plant it themselves.

COUNCIL MATTERS

Policies - the list of policies were reviewed, and volunteers sought to review and bring back to the
next meeting any recommendations for amendment.

Annual Report - it was RESOLVED 23/022 to adopt the Annual Report as circulated.

@ Roles and Responsibilities of Parish Council Members for 2023-24

RESOLVED 23/023 — That the following roles and responsibilities of the Parish Council were
agreed for 2023-24:

¢ Planning Committee — The advisory sub-group consisting of Clir Dossett, Clir Strachan-
Naylor and Clir Craven to consider new applications. The Clerk to circulate new
applications to the whole coundil for information.

Around Ashton — Clir Colvitle, Clir Denny and Clir Varey

The newsletter will continue to be a standing item on Parish Council agendas and
contributions to the writing of pieces from other Clirs would still be appreciated.
Tarvin Educational Foundation — Clir Colville

AHSRA - CliIr Colville

Cheque signatories — Cllr Strachan-Naylor, Clir Varey, Clir Dossett

Footpaths — Clir Kinsey

Highways matters - All Parish Councillors to act as appropriate

Highways — Clir Dossett & ClIr Jones

Speedwatch Liaison - ClIr Varey

Health & Safety Lead - Clir Craven

Financial Lead — Cllr Dossett

Risk Assessment Lead — Clir Mitchell

Electronic Communications Lead — Clir Varey

Data Protection Lead —~ Clerk

Community Response and Resilience Planning — Clir Varey, Clir Mitchell

& Clir Denny

Community Clean-Up — Clir Denny, Clir Varey & Clir Colville

Red Watch Team — Clir Varey & Clir Mitchell

Staffing Committee - Clir Varey, Clir Dossett, & Clir Craven

® ® & & & 9 © & O 0 & o 0 L ]

Speed Watch Working Group — ClIr Varey, David Rounthwaite, Peter Wolveridge, Bob Hooks,
Nicola Whitelock-Wainwright, Philip Goodall, Allan Goodall, James Lutton, Steve Clapham, Jane
Colville and Jon Critchley.
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CWacC have confirmed that the road markings at the junction are adequate but the centre lines
along Ashton Lane are heavily faded. Work has been raised to refresh the centre line markings
and, as the work will necessitate a road closure, the markings at the junction will also be
refreshed.

ACTION: Clir Dossett to draft a letter to CWaC regarding the need for road improvements and
request an updated traffic study.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Basic Life Support Training - it was reported that over the last few months in total 9 sessions of
Basic Life Support Information Giving and Training has been available to and taken up by some 74
adults and 6 Under 18s from the parish.

The sessions have been held in the Parish Rooms and no charge made. The trainer is our local
First Responder, Elena Garcia, and she has done a great job in running hour long sessions and
making them informative, interesting and helpful. Those attending have been able to ask
questions and gain some very useful information and basic skills. Feedback has been very
positive, and the Parish Council wished to record their thanks to Elena Garcia for undertaking this
training.

Cllr Colville reported that there were still a few people on the waiting list who are interested in [ )
going but in addition Elena has asked whether the Parish Council might consider extending the
invitation to Kelsali residents since she is a First Responder for that area too. As she lives in

Ashton Hayes and it suits her to run the sessions close to home and the Parish Rooms has proved

to be a good venue for this.

Clir Colville recommended that the Parish Council continue to host more sessions in the Parish
Rooms and extend the invitation to Kelsall residents and Mouldsworth subject to Kelsall and
Mouldsworth Parish Council contributing toward the cost of the hire of the room for the event,
This was RESOLVED 23/020.

It was reported that Kelsborrow Choir along with Ashton Sings is planning a fund-raising concert
to raise money to provide replacement batteries and pads for the three defibrillators within the
village. This money will be earmarked and sit with Kelsborrow Choir.

munity Clean-
It was reported that the Spring Community Clean Up event took place on Saturday 22 April,
numbers were slightly down on previous events. Comments that vegetation was higher than in .
previous years making it slightly more difficult to pick the litter and therefore it was suggested
that the event should be held slightly earlier in the year next time. The free drinks and cake
afterwards made it alt worthwhile.

The Parish Coundil thanked everyone who gave up their time to volunteer for this event.

ENVIRONMENT
Fi Monitoring and Mitigation R
Since the last Parish Councii meeting, development on this project was reported as:

* Andel have temporarily adjusted the alert levels on the Willow Hayes sensor to attempt to
reduce the number of false positive alerts. They feel they know what is causing the false
alerts now and are working to resolve the issue permanently.

» CWaC are currently programming some drainage improvement works for Kelsall Road near
the Bypass with the new Term Maintenance contractor Colas.

ACTION: include update in Around Ashton.
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Tarvin Educational Foundation — Clir Colville provided an update in relation to the Tarvin Education
Foundation in writing which was circulated around the Parish Council and an article was to be
included within Around Ashton.

edule of Meetin
RESOLVED 23/024: that Parish Council meetings take place on the 2" Monday in the month,
starting at 7.15pm in the Parish Rooms unless otherwise advertised. Dates agreed were:

Monday 12t June 2023 Monday 8% January 2024
Monday 10* July 2023 Monday 12% February 2024
Monday 11 September 2023 Monday 11" March 2024 with Parish Meeting
Monday 9% October 2023 at 6.00pm

Monday 13% November 2023 Monday 8% April 2024

Monday 11* December 2023 Monday 13" May 2024 — Annual
ARQUND ASHTON

Items for inclusion:

Flood Monitoring Update - PV Basic Life Support Training - JC
Enhanced Smart Meter 4G Signals and who to Community Clean-up - PV
complain to — PM Broadband Update — AJ

Fairy Door Trail - JC Wildflowers - ID

Tarvin Educational Foundation - JC

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council would take place on Monday 12t June 2023 at 7.15pm in
the Parish Rooms.

The meeting closed at 21:45
sonec:. | | NG DBt 05002






