ASHTON HAYES and HORTON-cum-PEEL

ANNUAL GENERAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday 6" May 2021 at 7.15pm, Virtual Meeting via Zoom.

MINUTES

Present: ClIr I Dossett — Chairperson Clir B Craven
Clir P Varey Clir D Rounthwaite
Clir J Colville Clir J Lutton
Clir S Pilott
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 0

ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR FOR 2021-22

RESOLVED 21/001 - that Ian Dossett be elected as Chair for 2021-22 nominated by Clir
Rounthwaite, seconded by Clir Craven.

RESOLVED 21/002 - that Jane Colville & Paul Varey be elected as joint Vice-Chairs for 2021-22
nominated by CllIr Rounthwaite, seconded by Clir Craven.

APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from ClIr Kinsey and Cllir Deynem (CW&C).

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Cllr Rounthwaite declared an interest in the Ashton Lane Junction with the A51 due to several
incidents involving people he knows.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

It was reported that the Clerk had received an email regarding the condition of the hedges on
Kelsall Road heading out towards the dual carriageway. The Chairman confirmed he had been to
visit the area and it was confirmed that this has now been reported to CW&C.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.
RESOLVED 21/003 - the Chairman signed the minutes as a true and correct record of the
meeting held on 12t April 2021 subject to the following amendments:
e TWM is the correct company that the SID is being purchased from
e The Landowner next to Gladstone Barns rather than the Landowners of the Gladstone
Barns.

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING
Action List Update:-
- ClIr Dossett, Clir Varey and Clir Colville had attended a meeting with three representative

trustees of AHSRA to discuss the Heads of Agreement.
It was reported that a new contract has been drafted to amend clause 5 and update it to a
Grant rather than a Management Fee. Clir Dossett confirmed that he would like to bring
the new contract to the next Parish Council Meeting and discuss in Part 2.
- Send original heads of agreement and draft contract to Clir Pilott.
- Prepare a draft contract for consideration at the next meeting.
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- Delamere Road — Cllr Deynem had confirmed who owns the land and suggested the Parish
Council contact the owners. Clir Craven confirmed that Delamere Road on the right-hand side
is CW&C's responsibility to cut — Clir Dossett to review.

Completed actions since the last meeting were as follows:

— Approve all invoices for payment since last meeting.

— Closed footpath on Ashton Lane has been re-opened.

— Reported the waste bins being left out in West End

— Booked litter picking equipment from CW&C

— Create ‘Fairy Doors’ Website Page

— Updated website information for 2020-21

— Circulated clarification document to flood relief applicants
— Reported overhanging hedges to CW&C

— Acted on reports of loud bangs at Tarvin Sands Fishery

— Circulated proposed June Meeting date & Parish Meeting for all Parish Councillor’s approval.

PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 26 April 2021.

It was reported that the following planning applications had been received for consultation since
the last meeting:

21/01318/FUL — Knightswood, Longley Lane — retrospective application to erect a pergola and
garden shed — proposed not to support this application.

21/01332/FUL — Greenbank, Church Road - first floor rear and single storey front extension —
proposed to support this application.

21/01055/FUL - Land at Church Road Ashton Hayes Chester - General agricultural storage building
— proposed not to support this application.

21/01410/FUL - Fox Croft Pentre Lane - Demolition of existing conservatory, installation of 2
dormers to rear and alterations to front and rear elevation. Clir Dossett and Clir Craven to review.

It was reported that the following responses had been submitted to CW&C since the last meeting:

21/01109/FUL — the Rowans, Shay Lane — Installation of uPVC fire escape window to side
elevation — the Parish Council submitted a neutral response to this application.

21/01621/CAT — Old Farm Cottage, West End — fell trees — the Parish Council submitted a neutral
response to this application.

21/00824/FUL — Forest View Barn, Brines Brow — erection of Garden Studio/Office — the Parish
Council submitted a neutral response to this application.

21/00320/FUL — Tarvin Sands Café and Fishery — Use of existing 8 tent pitches for siting of 16
camping pods and diversion of PROW — the Parish Council submitted a response in support of the
diversion of the PROW subject to conditions.

Planning Update Conference from CW&C — the two key messages that Clir Dossett got from the
meeting were that they are making it easier to convert commercial properties into residential
properties — however pubs are explicitly excluded. Secondly, CW&C are ahead of their housing
needs against plans set by the Government — therefore there is no pressing need for additional
new housing.
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ACTION: ClIr Dossett undertook to circulate the slides of the meeting.

ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2020-21

The clerk provided the meeting with a summary report regarding the finances for 2020-21. This
included the end of year cashbook, bank reconciliation, explanation of significant variances and
explanation of high reserves.

Annual Internal Audit Report — the council noted the Annual Internal Audit report that was signed
by the Internal Auditor.

Governance Statement — RESOLVED 21/004 — that the council agree to all points on the
Governance Statement Section 1 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2020-21.

Accounting Statement — RESOLVED 21/005 — that the council agree the accounting statement
for 2020-21.

Notice of Public Rights — RESOLVED 21/006 that the RFO/clerk signed the notice of Public
Rights to take place between 14™ Jun 2021 & 23 July 2021.

ACCOUNTS

Cashbook

RESOLVED 21/007 that the YTD Cashbook and Out-turn documents dated 26™ April 2021 be
approved.

RESOLVED 21/008 that the council accept the income presented to the meeting as set out
below:

e CWRC Precept £17,434.00

e Police and Crime Commissioners Grant £1,000 towards the Flood Relief Fund

RESOLVED 21/009 that the council accept the expenditure presented to the meeting for
approval as set out below:

To whom paid Details Amount
Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 2 £546.33
Clerk’s Expenses £219.28
Ian Dossett Litter Picking Equipment £32.76
Zoom Zoom Subscription £143.88
P Sanders Internal Auditor £68.00

Payments for Approval between meetings.
RESOLVED 21/010 - that the Clerk be authorised to make payments between meetings in-line
with the budget for the following budget lines:

-Clerk’s Salary -Churchyard Grant

-Autela Group Limited -Around Ashton Costs

-AHSRA -Clerk’s Expenses

-HMRC PAYE -Website & Domain Name renewals

Insurance Renewal

RESOLVED 21/011 - to approve the insurance renewal for 15t June 2020 - 30" May 2021 for the
sum of £655.79 which is a fixed term agreement until 2022. ClIr Dossett confirmed that he had
read through the insurance paperwork. He highlighted a number of items, these include:
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- The policy only covers volunteers who are between 16 and 90 —
ACTION: query with the insurance company to add on younger than 16.

- If the Parish Rooms were unused for more than 45 days, it would be classed as
unoccupied.

- Written Log of Inspections of the Parish Rooms is required on a weekly basis.

- Stop Taps for the Gas and Water should be clearly marked.

Internal Audit Report

RESOLVED 21/012 - that the Parish Council accepted the Auditor’s report and the
actions/amendments to systems recommended by the Internal Auditor as circulated at the
meeting. Please see page 133.

AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY
RESOLVED 21/013 — to adopt the reviewed and agreed areas of responsibility for 2021-22.
Please see page 134 of the meeting minutes.

MEETINGS FOR 2021-22
RESOLVED 21/014 - that the schedule of meetings circulated at the meeting be agreed — see
page 135 of the meeting minutes.

POLICY REVIEW

RESOLVED 21/015 - that the Policies as listed at the meeting be adopted for 2021-22.
ACTION: Check that the Complaints Procedure is the correctly dated policy and provide a copy
for inclusion on the website.

ACTION: Review all policies in April 2022.

GOLDEN LION
It was reported that the ACV re-registration has been approved by CW&C.

HIGHWAYS
Cllr Rounthwaite reported that there was no update regarding the Duck Lane sign. He also
undertook to report the West End sign which has rotted and fallen down.

Cllr Rounthwaite has chased Dave Reeves (CW&C) regarding evaluating the speed review of the
B5393.

Golden Lion bend — speed monitoring has been completed and also on the next bend which was
undertaken in error. Cllr Dossett asked when the results will be available for the Parish Council to
review.

SID machine is due to arrive on 20" May and Clir Rounthwaite has asked for written clarification
that we will be insured under CW&C'’s policy.

Clir Lutton raised concern about the dropped curb on Church Road, opposite Pentre Lane. He had
witnessed an adult and three young children (one in a pram) attempting to cross the road at that
point. One of the children stepped out into the road as a vehicle approached and an accident was
only just avoided. The current location of the dropped curb is such that you are not able to see
clearly any traffic travelling down the road. Clir Varey reported that CW&C have confirmed to a
resident who lives adjacent to the dropped curb that they will be moving the dropped curb so that
it is in a safer location.

ACTION: Cllr Rounthwaite to report the near miss to CW&C.
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COMMUNITY PROJECTS

Bridging the Gap

ClIr Colville reported that the amount of activity involved has now diminished as restrictions ease

and people start to have more contact with each other and resume what were previous routines.

ClIr Colville reported that it was her intention to check on what activity continues that was started
through the pandemic and circulate a brief review.

Flood Relief Fund Update

Clir Colville reported that the fund had now been realised and stood at £9,040, which includes
individual donations and donations from local organisations and the Police and Crime
Commissioner’s Fund. Applications have been received and the first meeting of the Committee to
consider these applications takes place in May.

ACTION: Part 2 item to receive a report on decisions made.

Resilience Emergency Plan

ClIr Colville reported that further work has been undertaken and the draft plan will be discussed
with CW&C in order that they can advise further. One piece of work that still needs completing is
regarding which key personnel will be included in the plan. A list is being drawn up and will be
shared with the parish council for approval. Once the draft plan has been to CW&C it will be
brought to the Parish Council for approval. Once this has taken place a publicity campaign will be
arranged.

ACTION: Bring a list of key personnel to the next meeting for approval.

Flood Investigation Works

Cllr Varey has circulated for the Parish Council’s information with regards to the Flood
Investigation Works — he also confirmed that the information has been circulated on the website,
Facebook and NextDoor.

Community Cleanup

Clir Colville reported that a date has been agreed for 29 May — this has been advertised on
NextDoor, Facebook and the website and on the noticeboards. Necessary equipment is being
gathered and will be available for collection outside the pavilion. Once the Parish Council have
confirmation of who will be attending then a stagger system will be put in place for the collection
of the equipment. As previously, refreshments will be available at the end of the morning, but
this will be a takeaway service and the Pavilion will not be accessible.

Community Champions update
ClIr Colville and ClIr Varey continue to attend meetings, however these meetings and the
information circulated have reduced.

Community Café re-opening plans

ClIr Colville reported that the Café Committee have decided, with the agreement of AHSRA, to
open in a phased way in late May. Service will, for the first month, be a takeaway service only
and with a limited range of food and drink available. The Pavilion will hot be open to the public
over this period. In late June, depending on the Government’s road plan the café will open more
fully and serve at the tables in addition to providing a takeaway service.
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Scarecrow Trail update

— It was reported that this year’s trail will take place between Saturday 17 July and
Saturday 31 July.

— All registrations must be in by the 30t May 2021.

— There will be no prizes this year as they were deemed unnecessary following the public’s
feedback.

— The theme is "The Animal Kingdom”

— The trail has been promoted on the website, NextDoor and Facebook.

Scouts Clearing Footpaths

— The scouts have cleared the footpath from the Village Hall down to the entrance to
Andrew’s wood.

— They have also attempted to clear the footpath outside the playing field but the debris was
too dusty to remove properly so they are going to retry once there has been a little rain.

— We have provided them with three hard brushes and some strong bags.

— A couple of the scouts are doing their Duke of Edinburgh Award and Clir Varey is going to
certify the work they have done towards their community/volunteering aspect.

Poppies on Lamp Posts for RBL Centenary on 17% May

Clir Colville and Clir Varey have surveyed the village to ascertain how many lampposts there are.
This is to work out how many large lamppost poppies we would need to decorate the village in
recognition of the Royal British Legion centenary on 17th May. We have now calculated that we
will need 35 poppies, which will be positioned at strategic locations.

RESOLVED 21/016 that the Clerk purchase 35 poppies for a £100 donation to the British
Legion.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Dog Fouling Consultation Feedback

Clir Varey provided a report to the meeting following the Dog Fouling meeting that had been
organised. A number of initiatives are ongoing and a meeting has been arranged with a CW&C
officer to discuss how they can assist us.

Hedges & Footpaths around the Village

Clir Dossett reported following on from reporting the Hedges and footpaths to CW&C, he reported
that CW&C are going to report each road individually so that they can review what actions are
required and who is responsible.

Woodland in Cheshire Area
Clir Dossett reported that he has been able to highlight three areas around the village that could
possibly be utilised for suggestion for Woodland areas to be discussed with CW&C.

AROUND ASHTON
Clir Colville confirmed that the next issue will be circulated in June 2021. Potential inclusions are:
- Tarvin Education Trust
- Scarecrow Trail
- SID Machine
- Community Cleanup
- Royal British Legion Centenary
- Golden Lion Update
- Wild Flowers Summer Leaflet
- Flood Relief Fund
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was reported that the date and time of the next meeting was Tuesday 22" June 2021 at

7.15pm with the Parish Meeting taking place from 6.00pm.

The meeting closed at 21:02
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Internal Auditor Report
Undertaken on 20-04-2021
Undertaken by Mr P Sanders

Audit is now complete. Very neat, tidy and well presented.
Points to note/recommendations:

1. Please attach Receipts/Invoices to Clerk's Expenses Claims. Please also reclaim VAT when
possible. — It was confirmed the Clerk would undertake to do this moving forward.

2. VAT. If no VAT Registration Number is showing on a Receipt/Invoice it is often worthwhile
phoning up and asking for it. Okells Nursery is a good example. I'm sure they are VAT Registered.
Clir Craven highlighted that she felt the plants were not subject to VAT. It was agreed to raise this
with the Gardening Club for clarification.

Endeavour to submit a Claim to HMRC that covers the exact Financial Year - the amount claimed
should then equate to the total on the Spreadsheet VAT Column.

3. Please amend the Financial Summary (first page in the Binder). The figures will then fully
correspond with those on the AGAR. — Completed

4. Variances Sheet - please delete the narrative on Fixed Assets line. Not applicable to this year.
Completed.

5. March 2021 Minutes refers to adding a Laptop to the Fixed Asset Register. Is an amendment
required? — This was checked and it was on the Asset Register.

6. March 2021 Minutes also suggest adding Facebook and NextDoor to Risk Assessment
Document. Again, is an amendment required? This has been updated on the Risk Assessment.

Could the comments regarding the Clerk (line 6) be made more generic?

7. No doubt you will review Insurance Cover levels as a matter of course. Monument figure, in
particular, seems a little low - Insurance should cover all costs associated with re-instatement.
This was assessed and deemed to be appropriate.

Hope the above is of help.

Regards.

PHIL SANDERS

PS | notice that there is no Employee Pension Scheme in use for any of the 3 PCs | have Audited.
Is this your choice, or has it not been offered to you?
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ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

To consider if the below roles and responsibilities of the Parish Council are still
appropriate for 2021-22 and to seek volunteers to fill vacancies where appropriate: -

e Planning Matters — An advisory sub-group consisting of Cllrs Dossett, Lutton, Rounthwaite,
Pilott and Craven will consider new applications. The Clerk will continue to circulate new
applications to the whole council for information

e Around Ashton — Clir Colville & Clir Farrall

the newsletter will continue to be a standing item on Parish Council agendas and
contributions to the writing of pieces from other Clirs would still be appreciated

Tarvin Educational Foundation — CliIr Colville

AHSRA - CliIr Colville

Cheque signatories — CliIr Colville, ClIr Varey, Clir Dossett & CliIr Lutton

Footpaths — ClIr Craven

Trees —ClIr Rounthwaite

Highways matters & Speedwatch Liaison —ClIr Kinsey & ClIr Rounthwaite

Golden Lion working group — Cllir Whitelock-Wainwright

Health & Safety Lead — Clir Craven

Financial & Risk Assessment Lead — ClIr Dossett

Electronic Communications Lead — Clir Varey

Data Protection Lead — Clerk

Legal Imput — Clir Pilott

Community Response and Resilience Planning — Clir Colville, Pilott, Farrall & Varey

(to include Community Clean-up & Bridging the Gap)
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Meeting Dates for 2021-22
all meetings start at 7.15pm

and are located in the Parish Rooms
unless otherwise advertised

Thursday 6% May 2021 — AGM - Virtually
Tuesday, June 22" 2021 — with Parish Meeting at 6.00pm
Monday, July 12t 2021
Monday, September 13" 2021
Monday, October 11" 2021
Monday, November 8" 2021
Monday, December 13" 2021
Monday, January 10" 2022
Monday, February 14" 2022
Monday, March 14 2022
Monday, April 11t 2022

Monday, May 9" 2022 - AGM

136

Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council
website: www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk email: clerk@ashtonhayespc.co.uk




